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Claim 55, (currently amended) An assembly for fixing a tube to a patient's mouth for 
medical purposes, the assembly comprising 

tube clamping means for detacbably clamping the tube with the tube fixed to 
the patient's head, the tube clamping means comprising 

(a) first positioning means for positioning the tube, 

(b) a first tube clamping member, 

(c) a second tube clamping member; and 

(d) means for hmgeable movement of the second tube clamping 
member with respect to the first tube clamping member 

wherein said first positioning means has a top portion that extends above a 
top portion of the tot and second tube clamping members and a bottom p orri™ fr „t 
. extends below a bottom portion of the first and second ftihc clamping mgtnlwg ^ j 
first tube clamping member hrt w fixedly disnosM with reject to th« first position^ 
means and having a concave bearin p gu r fr Ce which curves toward the top portion of 
the first portioning means with die tube Ik e d t o the pmimi' j, iji u uOi , and wherejn the 
second tube clamping member is moveable between a closed clamping position, in 
which the tube is kept clamped between the first and second tube clamping members 
with the first tube clamping member extending under the tube, and an open position, 
in which the tube clamping means can freely receive the tube and the tube can find 
support on the poncave bearing surface of the fi rSt tube clamping member which 
pro vides an facing bearing Jiufau, fui Uie - ta b e , without movement of the 

first tube clamping member relative to the first positioning means, 

the assembly further comprising securing means for detacbably securing the 
assembly around the patient's head, said securing means comprising second 
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positioning means for connecting the securing means to the first positioning means to 
facilitate positioning of the tube clamping means, 

Claim 57. (currently amended) The assembly according to claim 55, wherein the 
second positioning means comprises ah occipital strap and a plurality of flexible, 
detachable attachment straps that extend between the occipital strap and the first 
positioning means, the occipital strap comprising slots for the attachment straps, the 
second positioning means comprising means for adjusting the attachment straps as to 
length whereby the attachment straps can be secured to themselves on both sides of 
the patient's head with Mien the tube is clamped bv said first and M ^ ^ 
clamping memftp r ^ fivnH tin jM i fj m 1 1 nui l J . 

Claim 8S.(tturently amended) A method for fixing a tube to the mouth of a patient 
comprising the steps of: 

(i) providing the assembly of claim 55; 

(ii) clamping the tube in the tube clamping means, with the securing means 
secured to the patients head and with the tube fixed to the patient's head, by moving 
the second tube clamping member between the open position and the closed clamping 
position with the first tube clamping member fixed to the first position means; 
wherein &jud G xal ^ j,iduuUig incaas ha* 4 herein the top portion of the first 
positipnmp means extends thai uJauOat above a top portion of the first and second 
tube clamping members and above lips of the patient and a bottom pprtion of the first 
positioning means extends below the first and seco n d tube clamp ing members and 
below the Ij ps of the pnTfaH with flin lubi Wd tu Oil, jjali^nr& mwt h, 
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Claim 91 (new) The assembly according to claim 55, wherein said assembly 
comprises a bite member having a concave bearing surface that is conterminous with 
the concave bearing surface of tte first tube clamping member, with the second tube 
clamping member covering only the concave bearing surface of the first tube 
clamping member in the closed clamping positioa 
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